
 
 

Best of the Best sell at Beef 
 
The first annual Genomix Beef Genetics Sale, coinciding with the Beef Australia 2015 at Rockhampton, was 
widely considered a success. The sale catalogue included genetics from the best studs from 15 different 
breeds. 35 stud breeders offered 116 lots of frozen embryos, semen and elite flushes. The catalogue was a 
“Who’s Who” of Australian Stud Beef Breeders. 
 
The sale was conducted by GDL Stud Stock, Queensland using the Auctions Plus Simultaneous Sale format 
(similar to an electronic Helmsman sale) which opened for bidding at 12 noon on Monday 4th May and 
concluded at 6.40pm on Wednesday 6th May. The final two and a half hours, breeders on site at Rockhampton 
Showgrounds for Beef Australia 2015, were invited to view the sale on two large screens. Registered bidders 
could bid in the pavilion via the GDL bidding stations and compete with those on line from other locations in 
Australia and international breeders. Whilst viewing the sale, complimentary juicy beef tasting plates were 
supplied by four breeds – Angus, Hereford, Shorthorn and Speckle Park. A Charity Auction to raise money for 
Beyond Blue was also part of the program to keep the 400 patrons entertained. The sale was expected to 
finish at 6.00pm but kept going for another 40 minutes due to the continual bidding.  
 
In total, 74 lots were sold out of 116 for a clearance of 64%. 31 of those lots were sold to bidders on site at 
Beef Australia and 43 lots were sold to online bidders located throughout Australia and overseas.  
 
Some of the vital statistics were: 

74 lots sold to 60 buyers 
106 Registered Bidders on site 
400 attendees on site 
176 viewers online 

 
The catalogue was sent by email to 3,000 stud breeders in Australia and 20,000 stud breeders throughout the 
world. Three lots were sold to international bidders, two from Shorthorn Studs: Sprys Shorthorns to Canada 
and Marellan Shorthorns to UK and one from the Dangarfield Santa Gertrudis Stud to Paraguay. 
 
The sale was conceived 18 months ago by Genomix, who provide artificial breeding services to the beef and 
dairy industries. Their aim was to promote the best Australian genetics to the Australian and global stud beef 
markets. Directors Bruce and Jonny Arkins put an enormous effort into selling their idea to the stud breeders, 
gaining their support, managing the entries, creating a high quality colour catalogue full of photos and 
performance data, attracting sponsorship, managing a huge advertising schedule, organising the venue and 
they still had time to raise $15,000 for the Beyond Blue Charity.  
Their efforts were applauded in a speech by Jim Wedge, Ascot Angus & Charolais studs who spoke on behalf 
of all vendors at the conclusion of the sale. 
 
Most studs entered two packages of frozen embryos, one flush from the pick of the herd or a selected elite 
female and one package of semen.  
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The total sale averages & top prices were: 

 
16 Flushes Averaged $6,634, top $14,000 (Angus) 
177 Embryos averaged $922, top $3,000 (Brahman) 
515 Semen Straws averaged $83, top $225 (Black Limousin) 
Sale Gross $314,330 

 
Flushes 
 
The top price flush was the pick of 
the herd from Irelands Angus 
which sold for $14,000 to Trent 
Walker, Keringa Angus Stud , 
Tintinara, South Australia. The 
Irelands stud guaranteed a 
minimum of 8 embryos, rather 
than 4 from most other studs. This 
was the first time ever that the 
stud has thrown the doors open to  
the public to pick any female from the Irelands herd. Keringa Stud also bought an embryo package of 6 and 50 
straws of semen from Irelands Angus. 
 
Other top flush sales were Woonallee Simmentals at $13,500, Yamburgan Shorthorn at $12,200 and Millah 
Murrah Angus at $11,250. 
 
Embryos  
 
Top price were 2 PTIC recipients 
from Olive Brahman Stud who 
offered the buyer the choice of 2 
male, 2 female or 1 of each (sexed 
embryos) out of Olive Miss Lizzie 
(poll) by JDH Sir Hudson Manso 
596/7. They sold for $4,000 
including the recipient (value 
$1,000). The buyers were Ivan 
Price, Moongool Charolais, Yuleba 
and the Goodland Family, Clare Charolais, Theodore. 
 
Millah Murrah Angus Stud sold 4 embryos at $2,200 each out of the elite MM Flower J17 and by the NZ bred 
Hingaia 469 whose semen is now so rare that it sells for over $1,000 per straw. 
 
Other high price embryos came from Sprys Shorthorns at $1,600, Yamburgan Shorthorns at $1,500, Ascot 
Angus at $1,450 and $1,200, Booroomooka Angus at $1,150, Irelands Angus at $1,300 and $1,200, Woonallee 
Simmentals at $1,200, Monterey Murray Greys at $1,200 and Hicks Red Angus at $1,100. 
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Semen 
 
The top price semen lot was for 50 
straws of RPY Paynes Derby a 
Canadian Homo Polled Black 
Limousin sire offered by Maryvale 
Limousin Stud and selling for $225 
per straw to Brad Frohloff and a 
large consortium of buyers including 
Raven Limousin Stud, P & P Grant,  
M & S Sowden, M & T Dwan, Taurus Limousin Stud and P & K Foreman. 
 
Other Top Semen prices were: $150 x 10 straws for Dangarfield Universe from the Dangarfield Santa Gertrudis 
Stud which sold to Norman and Christa Sawatzky from Paraguay, $130 x 25 straws for Millah Murrah Hercules 
(Angus), $130 x 10 straws for Ascot Juggernaut who was the next day awarded Grand Champion Charolais bull 
at Beef 2015. 
 

Agents Commentary 
 
Harvey Weyman-Jones, GDL Stud Stock Manager stated that GDL were delighted to have been chosen by 
Genomix to act as sole agent for the sale, back in June last year. “We jumped at the chance, because we could 
see what a great concept it was - to sell the best genetics for the best breeders in Australia across a large 
range of beef breeds. As a stud stock agent you can’t better that. We just had to work out how best to sell 
them.” 
 
We had many meetings and conversations to find the right sale format and we were pleased to work with 
Auctions Plus who were able to get the sale out to all the various interested parties with the minimum of fuss. 
The catalogue design was an interesting and time consuming exercise but the final design was most 
impressive. It has taken us to a new level with regard to information and layout of catalogues.” 
 
“We look forward to promoting future sales which will take place at the Royal Sydney Easter Show, in the 
intervening years, before the next Beef Australia in 2018. 
 
“There is some room for expansion in the catalogue, particularly in the Bos Indicus breeds, but the selection 
criteria will remain the same – the genetics must be the best of the best. On the buying side, we will be 
marketing to create stronger interest and bidding from international breeders. This first sale grossed just over 
$300,000, which historically is good for a genetic sale, but we believe that we can take this to a million dollar 
sale in the next few years.” 
 

        Top 10 Breeds by Sale Gross 
 

Breed Gross ($) Lots  

Angus   $101,850 (15/20 lots) 
Shorthorn $50,975 (9/9 lots) 
Simmental $28,900 (7/9 lots) 
Hereford $26,780 (8/10 lots) 
Limousin $20,850 (4/11 lots) 
Murray Grey $16,725 (7/13 lots) 
Brangus $15,100 (4/7 lots) 
Brahman $13,250 (2/2 lots) 
Charolais $12,650 (7/11 lots) 
Red Angus $10,500 (3/5 lots) 

 
 



GENOMIX BEEF GENETICS SALE 2015 - BREED SUMMARY 
Breed Type Lots Sold/ 

Offered 
Qty Sold/ 
Offered 

Ave $ Clearance Top Sold By 

Angus Embryo 8/11 42/64 $1,279 73% $2,200 Millah Murrah 
 Flush 4/4 4/4 $10,250 100% $14,000 Irelands 
 Semen 3/5 95/195 $75 60% $130 Millah Murrah 
 Total 15/20   75% Total Gross $101,850 
Braford Embryo 1/2 4/8 $450 50% $450 Vaucraft 
 Flush 0/1 0/1 - 0% -  
 Semen 2/2 50/50 $35 100% $35 Burradoo 
 Total 3/5   60% Total Gross $3,550 
Brahman Embryo 1/1 2/2 $4,000 100% $4,000 Olive 
 Flush 1/1 1/1 $5,250 100% $5,250 Olive 
 Total 2/2   100% Total Gross $13,250 
Brangus Embryo 2/3 9/13 $833 67% $750 Oaklands 
 Flush 1/2 1/2 $7,000 50% $7,000 Oaklands 
 Semen 1/2 20/40 $30 50% $30 Oaklands 
 Total 4/7   57% Total Gross $15,100 
Charolais Embryo 4/6 16/26 $625 67% $750 Ascot 
 Flush 0/2 0/2 - 0% -  
 Semen 3/3 30/30 $88 64% $130 Ascot 
 Total 7/11   64% Total Gross $12,650 
Hereford Embryo 3/4 12/16 $682 75% $700 Mawarra 
 Flush 3/3 3/3 $3,700 100% $5,000 Mawarra 
 Semen 2/3 100/150 $75 67% $95 Bowen 
 Total 8/10   80% Total Gross $26,780 
Limousin Embryo 2/5 10/20 $660 40% $800 Raven 
 Flush 1/3 1/3 $3,000 33% $3,000 Maryvale 
 Semen 1/3 50/90 $225 33% $225 Maryvale 
 Total 4/11   36% Total Gross $20,850 
Murray Grey Embryo 3/5 16/22 $544 60% $1,200 Monterey 
 Flush 1/4 1/4 $3,000 25% $3,000 Glenliam 
 Semen 3/4 60/85 $84 75% $105 Glenliam 
 Total 7/13   54% Total Gross $16,725 
Red Angus Embryo 3/4 13/17 $808 75% $1,100 Hicks 
 Flush 0/1 0/1 - 0% -  
 Total 3/5   60% Total Gross $10,500 
Red Wagyu Embryo 0/2 0/12 - 0% -  
 Flush 0/1 0/1 - 0% -  
 Semen 0/1 0/20 - 0% -  
 Total 0/4   0% Total Gross $0 (NIL) 
Santa Gertrudis Flush 1/1 1/1 $1,900 100% $1,900 Dangarfield 
 Semen 1/1 10/10 $150 100% $150 Dangarfield 
 Total 2/2   100% Total Gross $3,400 
Shorthorn Embryo 4/4 23/23 $1,215 100% $1,600 Sprys 
 Flush 3/3 3/3 $6,800 100% $12,200 Yamburgan 
 Semen 2/2 50/50 $53 100% $55 Sprys 
 Total 9/9   100% Total Gross $50,975 
Simmental Embryo 5/6 20/26 $720 83% $1,200 Woonallee 
 Flush 1/2 1/2 $13,500 50% $13,500 Woonallee 
 Semen 1/1 20/20 $50 100% $50 Valley Creek 
 Total 7/9   78% Total Gross $28,900 
Speckle Park Embryo 0/2 0/10 - 0% -  
 Flush 0/1 0/1 - 0% -  
 Semen 0/1 0/25 - 0% -  
 Total 0/4   0% Total Gross $0 (NIL) 
Wagyu Embryo 2/2 10/10 $800 100% $800 Irongate 
 Semen 1/2 30/60 $60 50% $60 Irongate 
 Total 3/4   75% Total Gross $9,800 

 


