MID NORTH COAST MURRAY GREY BREED
PROMOTION GROUP WINTER NEWSLETTER 2016
The Next Meeting, the AGM will be held at
Mondrook Garden Café & Gallery

699 Tinonee Road Mondrook

On Sunday the 18" September 2016 Meeting starts at 11.00am

Tea & Coffee with biscuits will be available

At 12.00 Midday a Light Lunch consisting of Hot marinated boneless chicken OR beer
battered fish fillets served with fresh garden salad, Desert is Apple & Cinnamon or Mango

& Chocolate slice. Coffee tea & fruit juice.

Total cost is $18 per person all inclusive. BYO alcohol.

We have a table booked for 15 people (Minimum)

RSVP: Kyle 02 65506207 Monday 12" September 2016
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Murray Grey Northern Beef Weekend Tour 2-3 July 6, 2016

Terry and [ were fortunate to be part of a group of Murray Grey enthusiasts who joined
the Northern Beef Weekend Tour, hosted by Tamworth North West Murray Grey BPG.
We were blessed with beautiful weather for the entire weekend, if a little crisp in the
early morning.

The tour of four top Murray Grey studs provided an excellent opportunity to view
quality cattle up close, to hear about the breeding programs and to ask any questions.
Some of the cattle were available for sale either on the day, at the Top of The Range Sale.
or at the Wallawong on-property sale on 14™ July. For Terry and me, it was certainly a
very informative weekend and we have come away with plenty of food for thought, and
a renewed enthusiasm.

Early Saturday morning we left Muswellbrook Showground in the minibus with Bill the
friendly bus driver and our very able “tour director”, Kate James. Rouchelle stud near
Muswellbrook was cur first stop. High atop the hill with beautiful distant views, the
cattle were calmly waiting at the yards. Cows and bulls, some destined for the Top of
the Range Sale. Lyn and Paul Richards were available to speak about their breeding
program and answer any questions. Morning tea was a hot pumpkin soup. tea and
cakes by the open air log fire. Then it was back on the road. A tasty lunch was eaten at
the park in Scone, en route to Wallawong 5tud, Gunnedah, where we were met by
Lachlan James for a herd tour. In the yards we viewed the bulls and females that were
catalogued for sale at the stud sale on 14t July, and other stud bulls and cows, as well as
calves and cows in the paddock. [t was a great opportunity to learn about selection
criteria for bulls and cows, and to ask questions. Afternocn tea of tea and cake followed
in the sale shed. Saturday night, our group enjoyed a delicious drinks and dinner hosted
by Kate and Lachlan in their home. Afterwards, it was off to our motel accommodation
in Gunnedah to see how the election results were shaping up.

Early Sunday morning (-2 degrees] Kate and the minibus collected us for our drive to
the first stud of the day, Kym Carlton’s Carlinga Stud at Boggabri. Kym took us on a herd
tour in the yards. Once again. quality bulls and heifers were available for sale. Stud
bulls and cows were also available for viewing. Another opportunity to discuss herd
selection and ask questions. Following the tour, a chance to chat and enjoy morning tea
in the sun, before boarding the bus for our last port of call, Mundalola Stud at Attunga.
Andrew and Sharon Gunn greeted us on arrival. We began with a viewing of heifers and
bulls that were yarded, some of which were for sale. Andrew described the breeding
program and answered questions, before a walking tour of mature cows in the paddock.
A lovely barbecue lunch in the sun followed, a chance to relax, discuss ideas and reflect
on the tour. Then it was back on the bus, and on the road back to Muswellbrook for
tour's end.

Our thanks go to the Tamworth North West Murray Grey BEPG. the four studs we visited,
and in particular Kate and Lachlan James, for organising an excellent tour. Terry and [
found the weekend to be very enjoyable and worthwhile. [t was an excellent
opportunity to increase cur knowledge of cattle and breeding, and to discuss ideas with
other breeders.

Andrea and Terry Bourke




GLENLIAM FARM DAY July 2016

Well done to Bryce & Dianne Whale and the great professional team at Glenliam Farm for organising such an incredible
day. There was over 80 people including at least 60 kids and a large number of quality Murray Greys all in show
condition and extremely quit to practise on. Thanks to the Glenliam Farm Team from Tomorrows cattle producers.
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TAKING THE COW PEE OUT OF OUR WATERWAYS

A recent Queensland Fresh Scientist ‘people’s
award winners find out how to stop cow urine
running off our paddocks into rivers and creeks.

This research finding is a win for both the farmers
and the environment and was published in the
international Journal of Environmental
Management earlier this month by Griffith
University PhD Student Amanda Neilen.

Amanda is one of ten Queensland Fresh Science
finalists and her one-minute explanation of her
research won her the “People’s Award” at a public
event in Brisbane last week.

Cow’s urine is high in nitrogen and this can
accumulate in the soil and then leach or wash off
into waterways,” she says.

High levels of nitrogen in our waterways cause the
algal blooms that can choke the life out of a river
or smother a reef. Loss of nitrogen from farm
paddocks means there are also fewer nutrients
available for plant and animal growth.

Amanda’s research discovered that grass-covered
soil was three times less likely to have nitrogen
runoff compared to bare soil.

Every time cows urinate they can release up to two
litres of nutrient-rich fluid. But much of this fluid
can be lost from the soil and plants, especially
during the high summer rainfall that we can
experience.

“I looked at how to keep the nutrients from cow
urine in the soil so it was available to the grass and
then the cows,” says Amanda.

For her experiment, Amanda collected fresh urine
from dairy cows at Malaney Dairies in the Sunshine
cost hinterland, north of Brisbane.

“l investigated the three pathways that cow’s urine
can take when it hits the ground. It can stick to the
soil, get sucked up by the grass or eaten by soil
microbes”.

“l found that by adding carbon to the soil it
stimulated the activity of the soil microbes and
stopped the nitrogen from leaching away.”

Adding carbon to the nitrogen from urine is like
adding hot chips to the tomato sauce. It makes the

nitrogen more appealing for the soil microbes to
work on.”

Having more nitrogen available in the soil means
more grass. This means a farmer can carry more
cows in each paddock.

For Maleny dairy farmer, Sonya Hooper, this sort of
research is very important for keeping cows
productive and their waterways clean.

“We want to get as much grass feed as we can for
our cows,” she says. “We also want clean water in
our creeks as we use that water in our watering
troughs and in the dairy.”

Sonya works with the Lake Baroon Catchment Care
Group to fence waterways ton her property and to
construct cow paths and bridges over causeways
and creeks.

“This reduces erosion and keeps the water in the
creeks cleaner,” she says. “If we can make the
water even cleaner with this new research, it will
be great for our farm.”

Taken from a story heard on Cross Country
Australia -Queensland. Webpage Stories of
discovery from early-career researchers around
Australia & Amanda Neilen, The Australian Rivers
Institute, Griffith University.




The University of Queensland

Promising results on two tick vaccine
fronts

A new vaccine offering season-long protection
could play an important role in the battle
against cattle ticks by reducing reliance on
acaricides-pesticides which target ticks and
mites-and allowing producers to move cattle
from tick free to tick endemic areas.
Researchers are also trialling a new single-
dose tick vaccine delivery system.

A reformulated long-lasting cattle tick vaccine,
which could be in commercial production
within four to five years, promises a major
advance against the number one cattle pest in
the country — and significant progress has
been made on a longer term, more effective
vaccine.

Ticks are estimated to cost the Australian
cattle industry at least 5175 million a year and
they have a major animal health and welfare
impact on herds in tropical cattle regions
worldwide.

A team of Queensland scientists led by
QAAFI’S Associate Professor Ala Lew-Tabor is
developing new improved antigens which
produce antibodies to induce an immune
response in the animal to protect against
ticks.

Associate Professor Lew-Tabor said the long
running research, which began twelve years
ago within the Queensland Department of

Agriculture and Fisheries, was now showing
promise and attracting commercial interest.

A Range of different combinations of tick
antigen have been trialled for their
effectiveness on live cattle ticks.

The trials have included modified antigens
developed original in research conducted by
the Beef Cooperative Research Centre and
involves collaborations with the United States
and Brazil in evaluations of the effectiveness
of different antigen combinations.

Associate Professor Lew-Tabor noted that a
superior tick vaccine was still many years from
commercial release.

“A breakthrough tick vaccine will be a game
changer for Northern Australian beef
producers and bring many benefits for the
industry,” Associate Professor Lew-Tabor said.

Meanwhile another QAAFI research group is
making promising progress on developing a
new single-dose delivery mechanism for a tick
vaccine.

The controlled-release formulation research is
based on the use of bio-polymer technology
developed by the Cooperative Research Centre
for Polymers, and using the active ingredient
from the pioneering tick vaccine that is no
longer manufactured.

The original vaccine required at least two
doses and a booster to give effective
protection against ticks, making its use for
cattle herds across extensive northern
Australia grazing areas unfeasible.

Dr Tim Mahony, who leads the project, said a
new vaccine offering season-long protection
could play an important role in the battle
against cattle ticks.

“It may not be a complete panacea, but it is
important to have new treatment options
when chemicals used are under a growing
threat of resistance. Dr Mahony said.

Taken from the University of Qld Site and also
published in the Land 18" August 2016

I wonder if it works on Mid North Coast ticks?



WINGHAM BEEF WEEK PHOTOS
2016

Our group had locally bred Murray greys
and Murray Grey Crosses led by 4 different
schools at Wingham Beef Week.

2017 will be WINGHAM BEEF WEEKS

30™ ANNIVERSARY



