
MID NORTH COAST 

MURRAY GREY BREED 

PROMOTION GROUP 

SPRING NEWSLETTER 

The Next General Meeting will be held on 

the 15th October 2017 at 

Peter & Heather Watson’s 

243 Woods Road 

Craven NSW 2422 

Commencing at 10.30 am 

Please bring a plate for Morning Tea, a 

chair, picnic lunch and an item for the 

Hamper Raffle. 

 

 Christmas Luncheon. 

Greenhouse Café at Nabiac has been 

suggested. A date has yet to be picked. 

We need to book soon. Suggestions 

Please! 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 
3 x 75% Murray Grey X Simmental heifers from 

Wallawong X Box and Murray Grey X Simmental 

Heifers. 

7 months old born February 2017 

Needle Drenched, 5in 1 and pesti-virus 

vaccinated. Yard Weaned. 

 $650 each GST included. Weigh 221-243kgs 

 

Phone: Robin & Kyle 0427381859 

 

These Heifers are also from Wallawong X Box 

 



DRY LICK FORMULA 

Taree Veterinary Hospital has had some 

cases of lantana and green cestrum 

poisoning, and may see more plant 

toxicities while it continues to be dry and 

feed gets shorter. As feed gets shorter, 

grass tetany occurs on short rye and 

acidosis due to a lack of fibre can occur. 

This can be prevented by feeding silage 

or hay, and using bicarb and magnesium 

oxide as buffers in concentrate. 

 Our cattle don’t like lick blocks so we mix 

a dry mix in the cement mixer consisting 

of: 

1 bag of agricultural lime 

1 bag of dolomite (magnesium 

carbonate) 

1 bag of salt granules 

1 bag of copra meal (protein) 

1 bag Mega-Min loose supplement 

All 20kg bags 

1kg of sulpha 

This mix is based on the Devanah Murray 

Grey stud mix with a few extra additions 

for the current environment.  

 

INSECTICIDE EAR TAGS FOR CATTLE 

With the cost of fighting off buffalo fly, 

ticks and other bighting insects we have 

decided to try Insecticide ear tags. There 

is nil withholding periods for Meat, Milk 

and Export slaughter interval. Highly 

effective for up to 4 months. The first lot 

of cows we have done have a one tag in 

each ear.  A lot of work.  We will be 

trying one tag only per animal. 

To prolong the effectiveness of the 

chemical groups available for fly control, 

do not use the same chemical year in 

year out. Use an organophosphate OP 

tag for then rotate to and SP tag (Cycline 

Ultra) for the following year. These tags 

con also help in the control of pinkeye. 

Make sure you remove the tag at the end 

of the season to prevent the flies 

becoming immune. 

We will let you know how we go.  Some 

beef producers put these ear tags in their 

calves for tick protection. There is one 

who also mentions paralysis ticks.

 

Note that the tags go onto the back of 

the ear and an Allflex tag applicator can 

be used. If successful it will cost less than 

$8 per animal. A lot cheaper than the 

gallons of pour-on we usually apply. 

 



BIOSECURITY PLANNING & JOHNES DISEASE REQUIREMENTS 

Everybody should have received the information in the post about the LPA requirements. If you 

have not been able to get into any of the workshops, go into the local LLS office and talk to them.  

The workshops have been hard to get into as they are only catering for 25 people at a time. If you 

are satisfied with a Johnes score of 6 just adhere to the biosecurity plan. 

The Johnes manure test is just a case of locking the required number of cattle in the cattle yards 

for the vet to come and collect the samples. This is cheaper and simpler than a blood test. 

Until June 2018 a check test of 50 head older than 2 years, or all over 2 years in smaller herds is 

required to progress to a score of 7 in beef herds as well completing and adhering to a detailed 

biosecurity plan signed by your vet. This is then repeated every 3 years. 

 

THIS IS A COPY OF AN EMAIL SENT TO MSA PRODUCERS. 

 



 



 

 

 THIS IS JUST SOME OF THE VALUABLE INFORMATION FOUND ON THE MLA WEBSITE. 

 

The cows are looking ok and surviving on Silage and lick. The calves are healthy and probably could be a 

little larger. The one thing we do have  an abundance of is cow manure and even though it is extremely dry 

there is the odd dung beetle.  

We have the ants, the black cockatoos passing over and the odd frog croaking, hopefully we all get a good 

shower of rain soon. 


